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Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R, §§ 1,56, 1.97 and 1,98, the Ap- 
plicant wishes to bring the information contained in the Dec- 
laration of Jerold F. Patrin, which declaration is listed on 
the attached Form PTO/SB/08B, to the attention of the Patent 
and Trademark Office. 

The information contained in the Declaration establishes 
that the invention was conceived and actually reduced to prac- 
tice some 12 years before a patent application was filed on 
the invention by the assignee. The Toro Company. However, 
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during thia gap, the Declaration further establishes that Toro 
long retained the original prototypes and other materials 
relating to the invention, that internal discussiona and 
presentations were periodically had at Toro relating to use of 
the invention, and that Toro subsequently reactivated 
engineering work on the invention in 2001 and placed the in- 
vention into its two stage snowthrower line the first time 
such two stage snowthrower line was redesigned after the in- 
vention was made. Accordingly, it is clear that Toro never 
abandoned the invention under 35 USC 102(c) and is not barred 
under 35 USC 102(c) from seeking patent protection for the in- 
vention. 

The Applicant wishes to have the prior art contained in 
this Supplemental Information Disclosure Statement considered 
even though such Statement is being submitted after the first 
Office Action, Accordingly, please charge the $180 fee (i.e. 
the 1.17 (p) fee) for submission of this Supplemental Informa- 
tion Disclosure Statement and any other fees that may be due 
on account of such submission, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 20-1315. A duplicate copy of this sheet 
is enclosed. 


Respectfully sxibmitted, 
/ 

November 24, 2004 Jatfe Miller 

/Recfistration No. 27,661 
/ Su:.te 1005 
\^^^Pojihay Tower 
^^^^1 Marquette Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 

Telephone (612) 338-5915 
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